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What are computers
supposed to do In
musical performance?






"Ihe computer as

musical director” -
Pressing (1990)




Musical Director Agent

* monitor information from performers
* "applies tests”

e "decide... Invoke Interruptions to ongoing
processes, change data transformations, correct
errors, Issue commands to performers, etc”









State of the art?
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Roles

e Support
e Rewara

* Disrupt
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Ditterent responses to agent
Interactions

BirdsNest: disrupts performers
who linger on gestures

Singing Bowls: rewards new

ideas with new notes

Snow Music: supports
performers who stay on the
same gesture with
background sounds
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Testing two versions of
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PHASERINGS - AN APP FOR IMPROVISATION




TW _ FA CTORS: Agent Control:

— Agent tracks touch data.
—Updates triggered at moments

ot gestural change.

GUI Control:

Performers can update
intertace with a button.

Updates sent to all performers.
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Agent-Control had a signif. effect
(0<0.001) on pertormance length!



STUDY OVERVIEW




